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Tarrz is no feature in the architecture of this immense 
metropolis calculated to excite so enlarged an idea of 
the wealth and enterprise of its population, as the five 
magnificent Bridges, which within a space of little 
more than two miles are thrown across the Thames. 
This admiration is almost increased to wonder, when 
we consider that they have all been erected within nine- 
ty years, and three of them within twenty years. 
Until the middle of the last century, the long nar- 
row defile of old London Bridge formed the sole land 
communication between the City of London and the 
suburbs on the Surrey side of the river. A Londoner 
of the present day, who, according as business directs, 
or his fancy leads him, can select at pleasure West- 
minster, Waterloo, Blackfriars, the Southwark, or 
London Bridge, for his passage across the Thames, must 
feel some surprise that his forefathers contented them- 
selves for so long a period with such scemingly in- 
sufficient accommodation; but inconveniences to 
which we are “in a manner born,” are habitually en- 
dured, though, when we summon resolution to remove 
them, we wonder the effort has been so long delayed. 
The Act of Parliament for the erection of Westmin- 
ster Bridge was applied for in 1735, and the first 
stone laid 29th January, 1739. This bridge was 
nearly twelve years in building, and was opened as 
a public thoroughfare at midnight of the 17th No- 
vember, 1750, amidst the sounding of trumpets and 
the discharges of cannon, A writer of that day says 
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of it, “now this bridge is finished, there is not per- 
haps another in the world that can be compared to 
it:” and the praise was then just, although its 
subject has since been so immeasurably surpassed. 
Company came from far and near to admire the beau- 
ties of its architecture—and assembled in boats with 
French horns and other wind instruments, under its 
semicircular arches, to enjoy the novel effect of the 
strong echo produced by them. 

Its glories however were not of long duration. The 
citizens of London soon followed the example of their 
brethren of Westminster, and determined to build 
another new bridge at Blackfriars. The first pile was 
driven on the 7th of June, 1760, the first stone laid 
on the 31st Oct. following; a footpath was opened 
across it in 1765, one for horses in 1768, and the 
bridge was finally opened for carriages, 19th Novem- 
ber, 1769. The light airy design of this new bridge 
formed a strong contrast with the unpretending plain- 
ness of its predecessor, and the superior width of its 
arches, the smallest of which were only five feet nar- 
rower in span than the centre arch of Westminster 
Bridge, gave it an appearance of grandeur far superior 
to anything which had been yet seen in England or 
elsewhere. Unfortunately the work was much better 
than the materials, which have turned out to be of so 
perishable a nature, that it was at one time expected 
that the architect, Mr. Milne, who lived to a very 
advanced age, would have survived his work. 
“ VE eee, li 
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An interval of more than forty years now passed 
over, during which, although new. bridges were repeat- 
edly talked of, and many places for their erection 
suggested, nothing was actually undertaken ; but in 
1811, two were commenced—the Waterloo Bridge, 
and that at Vauxhall. If Blackfriars Bridge sur- 
passed in boldness of design its predecessor at West- 
minster, it was determined that Waterloo should 
throw both of them far into the background. West- 
minster Bridge consisted of fourteen arches, the widest 
seventy-five feet in span; Blackfriars of nine arches, 
the widest one hundred feet span. The width of the 
river where the new bridge was to be erected, was 
much greater than at Blackfriars ; yet it was resolved 
to cross it by the same number of arches, all of an 
equal span, and that span exceeding the centre arch of 
Blackfriars by twenty feet. The Middlesex shore in 
this spot being raised considerably above that on the 
Surrey side, suggested the ideaof making the bridge 
itself perfectly straight, and carrying the road on the 
Surrey side by a gradual slope down to the level of 
St. George's Fields. On this plan a bridge was erected, 
which, by the common consent of all, whether fo- 
reigners or natives, is allowed to be without a rival in 
the world. The rapidity with which it was built was 
no less wonderful. Westminster and Blackfriars 
Bridges had taken—the one nearly twelve, and the 
other nine, years in constructing; that of Waterloo, 
a much more stupendous undertaking than either, 
was finished in less than six; the first stone being 
laid on the 11th October, 1811, and the bridge opened 
on the 18th June, 1817, the anniversary of the glo- 
rious victory from which it derived its name. The 
ceremony of opening it was conducted with the utmost 
splendour, the Prince Regent and the Duke of Wel- 
lington being present 

While Waterloo Bridge was in progress, that at 
Southwark was undertaken, the first stone being laid 
on the 23rd of May, 1815; and thus the remark- 
able spectacle was afforded of two bridges, over a 
tide river more than one third of a mile broad, being 
in process of building at the same time, within sight 
of each other. The substitution of iron for stone in 
the construction of the arches, admitted of their hav- 
ing a much wider span, so that there were sufficient 
to embrace the whole breadth. The work was com- 
pleted in less than four years, and opened without 
any procession or ceremony at midnight of the 24th 
March, 1819. 

In the mean time the veteran London Bridge, which 
had endured the wear and tear of more than six cen- 
turies, was sharing the fate of other old establish- 
ments,—its former services were forgotten—its incon- 
yeniences, which had been quietly submitted to for ages, 
were industriously magnifiea, and its destruction 
loudly called for. There were many, however, and 
important interests to reconcile, and numerous diffi- 
culties to overcome, before such a plan could be car- 
ried into effect; and it was not until the year 1824, 
that the present bridge was commenced. The first 
pile was driven on the 15th March, in that year; the 
first stone laid on the 27th April, 1825; and the first 
arch keyed in, on the 4th August, 1827. We have 
seen Blackfriars Bridge surpassing that of Westminster 
in the span of its arches, and the arches of Black- 
friars again considerably exceeded by those of Waterloo 
Bridge: yet those of the new London Bridge go far 
beyond either of them, the centre arch being 152 feet 
span, the next on each side of the centre are 140, 


and the two shore arches 130: the narrowest arches | 


thus exceeding those of Waterloo Bridge five feet, 
the centre arch of Blackfriars thirty, and the centre 
arch of Westminster Bridge fifty-five feet; indeed, 
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the smallest arches of this bridge exceed the largest 
of any other stone bridge in the world. London 
Bridge took about seven years and a half in building, 
and was opened to the public on the Ist of August, 
1831, the King himself assisting at the ceremony, 

We are indebted for the cut with which this 
article is adorned to Mr. E. W. Cooke, who has per. 
mitted us to copy it from one of his plates. It is 
published in the first number of his beautiful Views of 
the Old and New London Bridges, a work equally va- 
luable to the antiquarian and the lover of the fine 
arts, and which must long perpetuate the remembrance 
of the old structure, which has now almost entirely 
disappeared. 


PARISH REGISTERS. 


TueEsse very useful chronicles of private life are by no 
means of such high antiquity as the generality of per- 
sons suppose. In a letter written by Mr. Brokesby 
to Mr. Hearne, (both learned antiquarians, dated 
Dec. 12, 1708, the writer, speaking of long-lived per- 
sons, tells us there was a woman whom he had con- 
versed with in Yorkshire, who gave out that she was 
six score, and afterwards seven score, and hence had 
many visitants, from whom she got money. He then 
adds, “ She was born before Registers were kept in 
country parishes. Hence I could have no light for 
the time of her baptism.” 

Probably many of our readers would be surprised 
on reading this. The fact, however, seems to be that 
the introduction of Parochial Registers in England 
was in consequence of the injunctions of Thomas, 
Lord Cromwell, which were set forth in 1538, the 
thirtieth year of Henry VIII; but they were not much 
attended to till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who is- 
sued injunctions concerning them in the Ist, 7th, and 
39th years of her reign. It appears that in Spain 
they had been in use several years before, and are 
said to have been instituted by Cardinal Ximenes, in 
the year 1497, in order to remedy the disorders aris- 
ing from the frequency of divorces in that country. 
Till late years, they were kept very negligently in 
many parts of England; and being in the custody of 
Churchwardens who changed from year to year, old 
registers were frequently lost or destroyed. In North- 
amptonshire, a piece of an old parish register, on 
parchment, was found on the pillow of a lace-maker, 
with the pattern of her work pricked upon it. 

It was formerly the practice in many places to re- 
cord in the registers any extraordinary event which 
took place in the neighbourhood, This might still be 
done on the cover or the margin, and be the means 
of preserving much interesting matter, which would 
otherwise be forgotten. Since the year 1813, the 
registers are uniform throughout the kingdom, and 
are kept, with perhaps few exceptions, with very great 
care. Be 


Tue following words were written by Sir William Jones on 
the blank leaf of his Bible :—“ TI have carefully and regu- 
larly perused the Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion, that 
the volume, independently of its divine origin, contains more 
sublimity, purer morality, more important history, and finer 
strains of eloquence, than can be collected from all other 
books, in whatever language they may have been written.” 





Tue taxes are indeed heavy; and if those laid on by govern- 
ment, were the only ones we had to pay, we might more 
easily discharge them;—but we have many others, and 
much more grievous to some of us. We are taxed twice as 
much by our idleness, three times as much by our pride, and 
four times as much by our folly ; and from these taxes the 
commissioners cannot ease or deliver us by allowing any 
abatement.—FRanKLIN, 
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BOUNDLESSNESS OF THE CREATION. 


Asour the time of the invention of the Telescope, another instru- 
ment was formed, which laid open ascene no less wonderful, and 
rewarded the inquisitive spirit of man. This was the Micros- 
cope. The one led me to see a system in every star; the other 
leads me to see a world in every atom. The one taught me that 
this mighty globe, with the whole burden of its people and its 
countries, is but a grain of sand on the high field of immen- 
sity; the other teaches me, that every grain of sand may har- 
bour within it the tribes and the families of a busy popula- 
tion. The one told me of the insignificance of the world I 
tread upon ; the other redeems it from all its insignificance ; 
for it tells me, that in the leaves of every forest, and in the 
flowers of every garden, and in tne waters of every rivulet, 
there are worlds teeming with life, and numberless as are 
the glories of the firmament. The one has suggested to me, 
that beyond and above all that is visible to man, there may 
be fields of creation which sweep immensely along, and carry 
the impress of the Almighty’s hand to the remotest scenes of 
the universe ; the other suggests to me, that within and be- 
neath all that minuteness which the aided eye of man has 
been able to explore, there may be a region of invisibles ; 
and that could we draw aside the mysterious curtain which 
shrouds it from our senses, we might see a theatre of as many 
wonders as astronomy has unfolded, a universe within the 
compass of a point so small as to elude all the powers of the 
microscope ; but where the wonder-working God finds room 
for the exercise of all his attributes, where he can raise an- 
other mechanism of worlds, and fill and animate them all with 
the evidence of his glory —Cuatmrrs. 


Tose who place their affection at first on trifles for amuse- 
ment, will find these trifles become at last their most serious 
concerns. GOLDSMITH. 


ANCIENT MARKS IN PAPER. 


Every one knows how often we are obliged to refer 
to ancient times to explain common terms of art, 
and words which are in every one’s mouth. We have 
a curious instance of this in the names which are given 
to the different sorts and sizes of paper. We all talk 
of foolscap paper, post paper, and note paper, and paper 
makers and stationers have other terms of the same 
kind, as hand-paper, pot-paper, &c. Now, the term 
note paper is clear enough, as it evidently means paper 
of the size fit for notes; while post paper, we may 
suppose, means the larger size which is used for letters 
sent by the post. But when we come to foolscap 
paper we are altogether at a loss for an explanation ; 
and here we find we must look to something else than 
the size of the paper as the origin of the name, 

Now, if we go back to the early history of paper- 
making, we find that ternis which now puzzle us so 
much, may easily be explained by the various paper- 
marks which have been in use at different times. In 
ancient times, we know, when very few people could 
read, pictures of every kind were very much in use, 
where writing would now be employed: every shop 
had a sign, as well as every public-house ; and these 
signs were not then, as they very often are now, only 
printed upon a board : they were always either painted 
pictures, as many inn-signs still are, or else models 
of the thing which the sign expressed, as we still 
sometimes see a bee-hive, a tea-canister, or a doll. 
For the same reason, printers always had some device 
which they put upon the title-pages and at the end of 
their books ; and paper-makers used marks to distin- 
guish the paper of their manufacture from that of 
others. Some of these marks becoming common, 
naturally gave their name to different sorts of paper ; 
and as names, we all know, remain very often long 
after the origin of them is forgotten and the circum- 
stances changed, we shall not be surprised to find the 
old names still in use; though, perhaps, in some 
cases, they are not applied to the same things they 
originally denoted. 

It will be the best way, perhaps, to mention briefly 
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the chief paper-marks which have been used, as they 
occur in the order of time. 

The first paper-maker in England is supposed to 
have been John Tate, who is said to have had a mill 
at Hertford : his device was a star of five points, within 
a double circle. The first book printed on paper manu- 
factured in England was a Latin one entitled Bartholo- 
meus de Proprietatibus Rerum: it was printed in 1495 or 
1496: the paper seems to have been made by John Tate 
the younger, and had the mark of a wheel. The paper 
used by Caxton, and other early printers, had a great 
variety of marks, of which the chief are the ox-head 
and star, the letter 33, the shears, the hand and star, 
a collared dog’s head, with a trefoil over it, a crown, - 
a shield with something like a bend upon it, &c. &c. 
The ox-head, sometimes with a star or a flower over 
it, is the mark of the paper on which Faust printed 
some of his early books: but the open hand, which 
was likewise a very ancient mark, remained longer in 
fashion, and probably gave the name to what is still 
called hand paper. We have given a representation of 


.two which were copied (as were the rest which we 


shail give) from loose pages of old written or printed’ 
books. 





The first of these two figures was taken from a 
loose page at the beginning of a Bible printed in 1539. 

Another very favourite paper-mark, at a somewhat 
later period, was the jug, or pot, which seems to have 
been the origin of the term pot paper. It is sometimes 
found plain, but oftener bears the initials or first let- 
ters of the maker’s name: hence there is a very great 
variety of figures, every paper-maker having a some- 
what different mark. We have given figures of both 
kinds: the jugs or flagons are often of a very elegant 
shape, and are curious as showing the workmanship 
of the times in which they were made. 
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Two of the specimens which we have given of the 
former kind are taken from «books printed in 1539 ; 


the other two are of nearly the same date: the latter 


specimens are very nearly a century later. 

The faol’s cap was a later device, and does not secm 
to have beep nearly of such long continuance as the 
former. It*has given place to the figure of Britannia, 
or that of ation rampant, supporting the cap of liber- 
ty on a pole: the name, however, has continued, and 






hich we so often read of in old plays 
the particular dress of the fool, who 
part of every great man’s establish- 


Post paper seems to have derived its name from the 
post-horn which at one time was its distinguishing 
mark. This is of later date, and docs not seem to 
have been used before the establishment of the Gene- 
ral Post-office, when it became the custom to blow a 
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The papers from which these were copied are dated 
1670 and 1679. ‘ “7 

The mark is still sometimes used ; but the same 
change which has so much diminished the number of 
painted signs in the streets of our towns and cities, 
has nearly made paper-marks a matter of antiquarian 
curiosity ; the maker’s name being now generally 
used, and the mark, in the few instances where it still 
remains, serving the purpose of mere ornament rather 
than of distinction. 


THE LLAMA 





Tue Llama is a native of the lofty and mountainous 
regions of Peru, Chili, and other districts of South 
America. It is about four feet and a half in height, 
and in length, from the neck to the tail, nearly six 
feet. It bears a strong resemblance to the camel, and 
performs many of the services allotted to that animal, 
in the countries where it is found. The Llama is of 
greater importance than even the camel, on account 
of the length and fineness of its wool. 

In the Spanish settlements of South America 
before the introduction of mules, the Llama was em- 
ployed in the ploughing of land, and in many parts of 
those countries it is still used for the conveyance of 
goods. Like the camel, it lies down to be loaded, 
but it is self-willed ; when tired with labour, no severity 
will make it proceed, but kindness and caresses will 
induce it to rise. There is, however, one peculiarity 
in the Llama, namely, that it will not travel by night. 

Llamas are gencrally employed in carrying the rich 
ores from the mines of Potosi. In these journies, 
they will sometimes travel four or five days together 
without repose, and they then rest of their own accord 
twenty or thirty hours. In travelling during the day- 
time, they browse wherever they find herbage, and ge- 
nerally spend the night in chewing the cud. The 
weight, however, which a Lama can carry is not greater 
than what is carried by an European ass. Its gait is 
neither a trot nor a gallop, but so exceedingly gentle, 
that the women prefer the Llama to every other 
animal for riding. They are pastured in the open 
fields, and never make any attempt to escape. The 
wool of the Llama is as soft as silk, and as fine as the 
wool of our sheep. The animal is generally shorn 
about the end of June. 

The Llama chews the cud, like oxen, sheep, deer, &c. 
but it differs from other animals of the same kind in 
the number of its teeth. The nestrils of the Llama 
consist of a mere slit in the skin, which is opened and 
shut at pleasure ; the lips are thick, the upper one 
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divided, and the lower hanging down a hittle; they 
are capable of being opened to a great extent, and 
possess a considerable degree of separate motion. 
The ears are about four inches long, are sharp and 
pointed, and move with great quickness. It is of a 

yish mouse colour. Its neck is long and covered 
with wool, and as its head is always held upright, the 
animal has an air of nobleness and lightness which 
nature has refused to the camel. The fect are divided 
into two toes; the horn of each toe is about an inch 
and a half long, black and smooth, rounded on the 
outside, but flat underneath. 

Although the Llama is not to be compared to the 
camel in point of size, strength, or perseverance, yet 
the Americans find a substitute in it, for which they 
have good cause to be grateful. It is one of those 
animals on which the change of climate appears to 
have no visible effect, prospering and breeding equally 
ina hot as in a cold climate: for being naturally 
provided with a warm covering, it does not require to 
be housed ; and being satisfied with vegetables and 
grass, it requires for its subsistence neither corn nor 
hay. It exceeds the camel in tempcrance, particularly 
in drink, it having been known to live a very long 
time without water ; in fact, of all animals, it appears 
to require water the least, being supplied by nature 
with spittle in so large a quantity, that it spits it out 
at every occasion, and particularly when it is offended ; 
this spittle seems to be the only means which this 
harmless creature possesses of showing its resentment. 
When it is overloaded, or fatigued, or impelled by all 
the torturing arts of its keeper, it falls on its belly, 
and pours out against him a quantity of this fluid, of 
which the Indians in general are very much afraid, as 
they assert that it is of a poisonous nature, either 
burning the skin, or causing dangerous eruptions. 

When the Llamas are amongst their native moun- 
tains, they associate in immense herds on the highest 
and steepest parts. Here they frequently climb 
rocks, along which no man has the boldness to follow 
them, and while the remainder are quietly feeding, 
one of them is always stationed as a sentinel, on the 
point of arock. When this animal observes any one 
approaching, he gives a kind of neigh, and the herd, 
taking the alarm, run off with amazing speed. They 
gallop to a considerable distance, then stop, turn 
round, and gaze at their pursuers till they come near, 
and immediately sct of again. They outrun all the 
dogs, so that the natives have no other mode of 
killing them than with guns. 


TOBACCO. 

[Abridged from TuHomson’s Life of Ralegh.] 
Toxnacco is the dried leaf of a plant called, by bo- 
tanists, Nicotiana tabacum; but it is not generally 
known that the tobacco, brought to this country in 
the form of dried leaves, cigars, and snuff, is the pro- 
duction of not one only, but of several species of the 
plant. Most of them are yearly plants, natives of 
South America ; but two, at least, continue all the 
year round, namely the shrub Nicoiiana fruticosa, a 
native of the Cape of Good Hope and of China; and 
Nicotiana urens, a native of South America. Many of 
the species are cultivated in Europe; but, it is re- 
markable that Humboldt, the celebrated traveller, 
found only two of them growing wild in the Oroonoko. 
He found two new species on the mountains of the 
Andes, at the height of nearly twelve thousand feet 
above the level of the sea. 

The plant which was first known, and which still 
furnishes the greatest supply of tobacco is the Nico- 
tiana tabacum, a vearly plant a native of South. Ame- 





rica, but naturalised to our climate. It is a tall and 
not inelegant plant, rising to the height of six feet, 
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with a strong round stem. The leaves are in the shape 
of a spear, and clasp the stem; they are of a full 
green on the upper surface, and pale on the under. 
In a healthy plant, the lower leaves are about twenty 
inches long, and from three to five broad, . decreasing 
in size as they ascend. The flowers blgsv in July and 
August ; they are of a pale pink or rgse colour, and 
the calyx, or flower-cup, is bell-shapgd. The seeds 
are ripe in September and October ;_ and, if not col- 
lected, are shed by the capsule, or si ceneel, open- 
ing at the top. oat 
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Tobacco Plant in Flower. 


The cultivation of tobacco varies in different places : 
the following is the manner of preparing the plant in 
the United States of America. 

The seed is sown in February and March, wheri,the 
ground is soft and rendered light by repeated work- -. 
ings ; in April, after the first spring rains, the young, 
plants are drawn, and placed in beds, at the distance 
of three feet from one another. The plantations must 
be kept well weeded ; and in another month, the top 
of each plant is pruned off, the shoots or suckers at 
the sides are taken away, and the weeds carefully kept 
down. At this period the plants are attacked by se- 
veral insects, from which they are cleared by turkeys, 
flocks of which are driven into the grounds for this 
purpose. When the plant has reached its full height, 
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the leaves begin to have a brownish colour, and a 
clamminess which shows that they are full-grown. 
They are now cut close to the ground, and laid in 
heaps, exposed to the sun, for one day; then carried 
to the sheds, where each plant is hung up separately, 
and remains until the leaves are perfectly dry ; after 
which they are stripped from the stalks, and tied in 
small bundles, a twisted leaf serving to tie them to- 
gether. These bundles are now laid in heaps, and 
sometimes covered with blankets or straw, to favour 
a fermentation which takes place in them ; but, to 
prevent too great heat, they are occasionally opened, 
and spread out in the air. 

Tobacco, as it arrives in this country, has under- 
gone a second fermentation, or sea-sweat, as it is 
termed ; acquiring a dark brown hue,.and a soft tex- 
ture. Its smell is strong, and to many not very agree- 
able: it tastes bitter and very sharp, and, when 
burned, throws out sparks, continuing to burn after 
it has been lighted, resembling the burning of paper 
that has been soaked in nitre. When distilled, it yields 
a green essential oil, which is a strong poison. 

Sir Walter Ralegh found tobacco cultivated in 
Trinidad on his first visit to it in 1593; but it was 
net introduced into Virginia until 1616, when its 
growth there was commenced under the government 
of Sir Thomas Dale. It is now raised also in the 
Brazils, Demerara, Cuba, St. Domingo, the Cape of 
Good Hope, and in India. Sir Walter Ralegh intro- 
duced its culture into Ireland, on his estate at You- 
ghal, in the county of Cork; and it is still produced 
to a small extent in Carlow, Waterford, and Kilkenny, 
although it has ceased to be raised in England and 
Scotland since 1782. Before that period, it was grown 
extensively in the North Riding of Yorkshire ; and in 
the neighhourhood of Kelso, in Scotland, not less than 
one thousand acres were covered with it. 

The history of tobacco as a luxury is very curious. 
When Columbus discovered America, he found that, 
in the religious ceremonies of the Indians, a plant was 
thrown into the fire, the smoke of which produced 
the same effects upon the officiating Piache,* as in the 
heathen superstitions of old, the strong vapours of 
Delphos did upon the Pythian priestess: answers 
were given, and pretended oracles delivered, under 
the influence of a peculiar intoxication. This plant 
was tobacco; which was probably used, also, as a 
luxury by the natives, for it was smoked over the 
whole of America at the period of the Spanish con- 
quest. Its introduction into the old world soon fol- 
lowed ; and although opposed by every power both 
civil and religious, yet its use has become so general, 
that it is not only regarded as an enjoyment by 
many, in every rank of life, in civilised Europe, but 
has been introduced wherever Europeans have found 
their way ;—even into the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean, by their adventurous discoverers. In the 
Sandwich islands, says Kotzebue, tobacco is now 
so generally used, that young children learn to smoke 
before they walk, and grown-up people carry the prac- 
tice to such an extent, that they have fallen down 
senseless, and often die in consequence. 

There is reason for believing, that the first time the 
Spaniards saw tobacco smoked, as a luxury, was at a 
friendly interview between Grijalva, a Spaniard, and 
the cacique or chief of Tabasco, in 1518. It was from 
the place of this interview, which is called either Ta- 


* The Piaches are priests, physicians, and conjurors. Among 


the South American Indians, when the priests dre consulted by the 
eaciques, they throw tobacco upon the fire, receive the smoke in 
their mouths, and being thus intoxicated, fall down; and on re- 
covering, deliver the answers which they pretend to have reeeived 
from the world of spirits, 





THE SATURDAY MAGAZINE. 





[SerTeMBEr 1, 


basco, or Tabaco,t that the plant received its name, 
In the following year, 1519, the Spanish General, 
Cortez, sent a present to his king, Charles, as g 
specimen of the wealth and producftons of the terri. 
tory he had cenquered for him: and it was as a part 
of this present that tobacco first found its way into 
Europe; when, through the Venetian and Genoese 
traders to the. Levant, it was introduced into Turkey 
Arabia, and Persia, and the whole of Asia. It was 
not, however, until many years afterwards that it at- 
tracted considerable notice. 

In 1561 some seeds of tobacco were given by a 
Dutch planter to Jean Nicot, Lord of Villemain, a 
French nobleman, who was then the ambassador from 
Francis II. to the court of Portugal. Nicot sent them 
to his queen, Catherine de Medicis, who afterwards 
patronised tobacco as a medicine ; and thence it ob- 
tained the name of Herbe a la Reine, (Queen’s Herb) 
until her death. The generic name, Nicotiana, was 
given to it by Linneus, the great Swedish naturalist, 

About this period, the monarchs of the world com- 
bined, as it were, to avert the evils which they dreaded 
would result from the introduction of Tobacco into 
their respective dominions. In England, Queen Eliza- 
beth published an edict against its use, giving as a 
reason, that her subjects, by indulging in the same 
luxuries as barbarians, were likely to degenerate into 
barbarism. In the following reign, King James wrote 
his celebrated book called Counterblaste to Tebacco, in 
which he says that the custom of smoking “ 1s loath- 
some to the eye, hatefull to the nose, harmfull to the 
braine, dangerous to the lungs; and, in the black 
stinking fume thereof, nearest resembling the horrible 
Stygian smoke of the pit that is bottomless.” At the 
same time, this monarch imposed a duty, intended to 
be a prohibitory one, of six shillings and eight pence 
per pound on the importation of tobacco ; and enacted, 
that no planter in Virginia should raise more than one 
hundred pounds of it in one year. Charles I. conti- 
nued this impost, and made tobacco a royal mono- 
poly, as it is at the present time in the Netherlands 
and in France. An amusing fact, connected with the 
opposition to its general use, is related of Fagon, a 
physician to Louis XIV.; in the midst of a violent 
speech on the pernicious effects of tobacco, the orator 
made a pause; and taking his snuff-box from his 
pocket, refreshed himself with a pinch, to enable him 
to renew the argument, 

In 1590, Shah Abbas forbade the use of tobacco in 
Persia, by a penal law: but so firmly had the luxury 
rooted itself among his subjects, that many inhabitants 
of cities fled to the mountains, where they hid them- 
selves, rather than forego the pleasure of smoking. 
In 1624, the Pope anathematised all snuff-takers, who 
indulged in the habit of snuff-taking in any church : 
and so lately as 1690, the then Pope excommunicated 
all who indulged in that vice in the church of St. 
Peter at Rome. In 1625, the Grand Sultan, Amu- 
rath IV., prohibited smoking, as an unnatural and ir- 
religious custom, under pain of death: few, indeed, 
suffered the penalty, yet, in Constantinople, where the 
custom is now universal, smoking was thought to be 
so ridiculous and hurtful, that any Turk, who was 
caught in the act, was conducted in ridicule through 
the streets, with a pipe passed through his nose. In 
Russia, where the peasantry now smoke all day long, 
the Grand Duke of Moscow prohibited the entrance 
of tobacco into his dominions, under the penalty of © 
personal chastisement for the first offence, and death 
for the second ; and the Muscovite who was found 
snufling was condemned to have his nostrils split. So 

+ Tabasco is an island in the Gulf of Mexico, at the bottom of 
the Bay of Campeachy 
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t, indeed, was the hostility of the government 
ainst tobacco, in every form, that a particular court 
of law, for punishing smokers, was instituted in 1634, 
and not abolished until the middle of the eighteenth 
century. Even in Switzerland war was waged against 
the American herb : to smoke, in Berne, ranked as a 
crime next to adultery; and in 1653, all smokers 
were cited before the Council at Appenzel, and severely 
punished. But, like many persecuted customs, good 
or bad, tobacco triumphed over all opposition ; it is 
now cultivated in both hemispheres of the globe ; and 
the importation of tobacco and snuff into Great Bri- 
tain alone, during a recent year, amounted to 16,880 
hogsheads. 

It has been stated that tobacco was discovered by 
the Spaniards in Yucatan, in 1518; but Humboldt 
asserts that it was cultivated, from time immemorial, 
by the natives of Oroonoko, where it is called Petun, 
Pote-ma, and Piciel. . It was, soon after its discovery, 
transported to the West Indies, particularly to Cuba, 
the tobacco of which is still the most highly prized ; 
and to North America, where it has been most exten- 
sively cultivated. One curious circumstance con- 
nected with its cultivation in Virginia, is worth no- 
tieing. The planters, in the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, being all bachelors, regarded them- 
selves merely as temporary sojourners in the colony ; 
the London Company, which was established in 1606, 
for the colonization of Virgmia, with a view to their 
steadiness, sent out a number of respectable young 
women to supply the settlers with wives. These 
ladies were actually sold for one hundred and twenty 
pounds of tobacco each, being the amount of the ex- 
penses of the voyage. 


CAPTAIN SKINNER’S EXCURSIONS 
IN INDIA.* 


Tus agreeable work, though written in a light and 
familiar style, shews considerable powers both of 
observation and thought. Among the lively and en- 
tertaining descriptions of the scenery of upper India, 
and the manners of the mountaineers of the Hima- 
layah, there are many things calculated to produce 
serious reflection. We find, in particular, some 
very interesting details relative to the progress of 
Christianity among the natives of India, On this 
subject we shall make a few extracts. 


“We hear very little of Hindoo conversion; and many 
who have not had the opportunity of witnessing the zeal and 
perseverance of our missionaries, may imagine that they 
slumber on their posts. But theirs is a silent way, and their 
endeavours, though little seen or heard, have, under the 
Divine assistance, produced some effect. It would be en- 
larging on a well-known tale to dwell upon the sorrows that 
a Hindoo must bear, and the struggles he must make, before 
he can renounce his religion. The severest sacrifices, how- 
ever, have been made; and as it has been often gravely 
asserted that such examples of sincerity have never occurred, 
I cannot resist relating the following instance, which fell 
under my own observation. 

“ A soldier belonging to one of the native regiments had 
been baptized by the chaplain of the station where it was 
quartered. He was a great favourite with his comrades, and 
such a circumstance made no inconsiderable stir among them. 
The government, on hearing of the matter, ordered an inves- 
tigation into it; the soldier’s story was simple, and his sub- 
sequent conduct proved it to be true. 

“¢ From the first year I entered the service,’ he said, ‘I 
was struck with the difference of the conduct of the British 
officers and the higher men of my own country: the former, 
I noticed, never told an untruth, and were never guilty of 
a dishonest action: among the latter, truth was little con- 
sidered, and knavish tricks were far too common. On the 


* Excursions m India. By Capt. Thomas Skinner, of the 31st 
Regiment; Colburn and Bentley, 
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expedition to Java, while on shipboard, I had an opportunity 
of observing the manners of the English more minutely, ana 
was confirmed in my ideas regarding them. I was struck 
with their mode of praying every Sunday, and became 
anxious to be better informed in their religious belief. 1 
conversed, whenever I could, with Europeans on the sub- 
ject, and never ceased to think of all they told me, till, on 
my return to Calcutta, I obtained a translated copy of the 
Bible. I studied it constantly, and determined to become a 
Christian. I knew it was necessary, before I could make 
this declaration, to take leave of every member of my family, 
and I got a furlough for that purpose. I had much to 
struggle with. I put off the disclosure to the last moment, 
and at length made it. All the opposition I expected was 
offered. When I combated their arguments, they assailed 
me with reproaches and tears. I remained firm, however, 
and parted with them as if I had been going to execution. 
I can never hope to meet them again. Judge if I am not 
sincere. And now, gentlemen,’ continued he,’ addressin 
the military court of enquiry, ‘ are you not Christians a 
soldiers too? How then can my becoming a Christian 
unfit me for a soldier? Or why, because I believe in your 
God, am I not capable of serving your king ?” 

“It was considered proper to remove this man from his 
regiment.(!) A pension, the amount of his pay, was settled 
upon him, and he is now free to attend the Christian wor- 
ship, and a man of more exemplary manner, or more respect- 
able appearance, cannot be found in any church in Europe.”’ 

It will not be easy to find an instance of conversion 
to Christianity founded on purer motives and higher 
principles than this, or any thing more affecting than 
the simple narrative of this poor sepoy. We confess that 
we are not able to discover why it was found necessary, 
first, to institute a court of inquiry on his conduct, as 
if he had committed a crime, and afterwards to re- 
move him from his regiment, in opposition to his own 
earnest appeal. How (we repeat his words) could 
his becoming a christian unfit him for a soldier? Or 
why, because he believed in our God, was he not 
capable of serving our king? His removal could not 
have been intended for his own protection against any 
apprehended ill usage from his unconverted com- 
rades; and that there was no reason for any such ap- 
prehension is evident from his strong desire to remain 
in the service. If, as the above passage would indi- 
cate, it is the policy, in our Indian service, to discou- 
rage conversion to Christianity among our native 
troops, and to prevent them from attending the Chris- 
tian worship, it is a most wicked and unchristian 
policy, and should be instantly abandoned. It cannot 
be justified by any such reason of expediency as that 
it would prevent dissension among the natives. If such 
a reason were to be so acted upon, it would keep the 
native soldiery of India ina state of perpetual heathen- 
ism. It is the duty of a Christian government, to leave 
the minds of the natives open to the only consideration 
which should weigh with them—the conviction of 
religious truth ; and to bias their minds neither by the 
hope of temporal good nor the fear of evil. Had this 
soldier been anxious to leave the service, to avoid 
maltreatment from his fellows, it would have been 
cruel to force him to remain; but his wish was to 
remain a soldier; and it is no compensation for dis- 
missing a man from the service against his will, and 
without a crime, to give him a private’s pension. In 
regard to the general good, it is plain that the con- 
tinuance in the regiment of a man of such a character, 
would have been a benefit, nay, a blessing to his 
comrades. 

Captain Skinner bears testimony, in different parts 
of his book, to the increasing attention bestowed on 
the teachers of Christianity :— 

“In noticing the distribution of the Scriptures by a mis- 
sionary who had posted himself near the Ghaut, I forgot « 
mention the avidity with which many, particularly of te 
sikhs, crowded round him to obtain copies. I stood for some- 
time near the spot where he was sitting, without, I believe 
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being perceived by him, and was astonished at the attention 
they all paid to the few words he was able to address to them. 
A middle-aged man, with several of his family about him, 
came up to me with his book, and repeated the words the 
* Padre Sahib’ had spoken to him on presenting it; and, as 
if really anxious to have them corroborated, asked, with 
much earnestness, if it were true. I assured him it all was. 
‘Then,’ said he, ‘I will read the book to my family when- 
ever I get home.’” 

From the information contained in this, as well as 
other recent accounts of India, it appears that the 
great work of conversion in the East is proceeding 
with daily increasing success and certainty. The for- 
midable difficulties arising from the tenets and pre- 
judices of the natives, are yielding to the influence of 
christian precept, strengthened by christian example ; 
and the late wise, humane, and most salutary aboli- 
tion, by our government, of the custom of widows 
burning themselves with the bodies of their husbands, 
has been generally received in a manner which shews 
how glad the people are to be released from a fright- 
ful superstition, which, in spite of education and 
habit, must, at all times, have been revolting to the 
natural feelings of every human being. 


THE LOCUST AND THE ICHNEUMON. 


Awmost every body has heard speak of the “ Book of 
Nature,” by which people usually mean the informa- 
tion and amusement to be always found in the patient 
observation of the natural world around us. But 
this “ Book of Nature,” if we rightly study it, will 
teach us more than the mere knowledge of what falls 
under the observation of our natural senses: it may 
enable us to think and judge in some degree correctly 
of the Great Creator of them all. For, as the Scrip- 
ture says, “The invisible things of God from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead.” 

How wonderful it is, that in a world where almost 
eyery creature preys upon, or is itself the prey of, 
some other, all should be so nicely balanced, that the 
whole great system still goes on! If the suffering, 
which, owing to the mutual destruction of each other 
by the different creatures, runs throughout our world, 
has branded it with marks of divine wrath, still the 
wondrous fact—that all goes on well in the main, is proof 
of an all-wise and ever-watchful Keeper in and over it, 
who, in the midst of wrath, continually remembers 
mercy ; and who, opposing different evils by each other, 
in the end brings out of them whatever good He will. 

I was led to these reflections by reading in “ WresB- 
stER's Travels through the Crimea and Turkey,” the 
following fact in the Natural History of 

THE LOCUST. 

‘In the neighbourhood of Odessa, myriads of a pecu- 
liar fly, of that kind called Jchneumon, may be met with 
employed in killmg and burying the Locusts. The 
manner in which this is done is very singular. These 
flies steal upon the locusts una- 
awares, mount upon their back, 
and strongly apply their own long 
powerful legs around the. body of 
the locust, so that it cannot spread 
its wings and mount into the air, 
whereby it might escape. When 
the locust is wearied with exertions 





The Ichneumon. 
to get free from the gripe of his enemy, the fly applies 
the strong nippers, with which its mouth is furnished, 
to the neck of the locust, then pushes its sharp dart 
between the victim’s head and body, and in a few se- 
conds the locust is dead. This dart is found, upon 
examination, to consist of two sharp bodies, and in 








[Serremzer 1, 1832, 


them there is a small holiow tuhe. The fly remaing 
for some time attached to the body of the locust ; 
but whether this is for the purpose of lodging its eggs 
in the body, is not yet known. 





The Locust. 


“ Before the fly goes in search of a locust for de. 
struction, it prepares a small hole-in the ground, 
which it does very quickly, by means of its nippers 
and legs. Into this hole it drags the body, and after. 
ward scrapes the earth over it; and to render the 
surface smooth, it seems to take great pains in re- 
placing the earth, by running backward and forward 
over the spot, whilst patting it with its legs. 

“ The destruction of the locusts by this means has 
not hitherto been noticed. But there can be no doubt 
itis carried on upon a very extensive scale in the 
Steppe all over the south.” 

A note to the above informs us, that “ these insects 
were observed by Dr. Lee, in the autumn of 18235, 
around Odessa, and several beautiful specimens of 
them will be found in the collection of insects of the 
Crimea and Caucasus, which he presented to the Mu- 
seum of the Royal Institution after his return from 
Russia, in 1826.” F. F.C, 


DertermineED before hand, we gravely pretend 

To ask the opinion and thoughts of a friend ; 
Should his differ from ours, on any pretence, 

We pity his want of good judgment and sense ; 
But if he falls into, and flatters our plan, 

We really do think him a sensible man. ANON. 





Tue motto of the family arms ot Dr. Dopprince was Dum 
vivimus vivamus—(Live while you live.) Under this motto 
he wrote the following lines, which, in the opinion of Dr. 
JoHNSON, constitute one of the finest epigrams in the Eng- 
lish language :— 

“Live while you live,” the epicure would say, 

“ And seize the pleasures of the present day :” 

“ Live while you live,” the sacred preacher cries, 

“ And give to God each moment as it flies ;” 

Lord! in my view let both united be,— 

I live in pleasure when I live to Thee. 





When we think of death, a thousand sins we have trode as 
worms beneath our feet, rise up against us like flaming ser- 
pents.—Scorr. 
Tue passions, like heavy bodies down steep hills, once in 
motion, move themselves, and know no ground but the bot- 
tom.—FuL_er. 
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